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EO 1 1652: NA 
TAGS: PFOR GE LA 

SUB J : VISIT OF LAOTIAN DELEGATION TO EAST BERLIN 
REF: A) VIENTIANE 823; B) VIENTIANE 859 

1 . THE LAOTIAN DELEGATION HEADED BY KAYSONE PHOMVIHANE 
RECEIVED EAST BERLIN'S RED CARPET TREATMENT DURING ITS 
VISIT FROM MAY 11-16, 1977. THE FORMALITIES AND MEETINGS 
DURING THE VISIT INDICATED A HIGH DEGREE OF GDR INTEREST 
IN DISPLAYING ITS DESIRE FOR CLOSE RELATIONS WITH THE 
GOVERNMENT AND PARTY OF LAOS. CONVERSATIONS TOOK 
PLACE AT THE HIGHEST LEVEL OF THE GDR PARTY/GOVERNMENT 
HEIR ARCH Y. PARTY CHIEF AND HEAD OF STATE HONECKER WAS 
HOST TO THE DELEGATION AND A MASS RALLY WAS HELD IN THE 
PALACE OF THE REPUBLIC IN HONOR OF THE VISITORS. THE 
VISIT TO EAST BERLIN WAS CAPPED BY SIGNATURE OF 
SEVERAL BILATERAL AGREEMENTS AND BY ISSUANCE OF A JOINT 
DECLARATION BY THE TWO HEADS OF STATE. THE LAOTIAN 
PARTY ENDED ITS VISIT BY A ONE-DAY VISIT MAY 16 TO 
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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 BERLIN 06143 251903Z 

ERFURT WHERE THEY MET WITH A CONTINGENT OF GDR BORDER 
GUARDS. 

2. THE GDR HOSTS WERE UNDOUBTEDLY PLEASED BY 
PHOMVIHANE'S SUPPORT FOR THE GDR POSITION ON BERLIN AND 
PRAISE FOR THE BERLIN WALL AS A "BULWARK AGAINST 
FASCISM". THE GDR PROMISED FURTHER ASSISTANCE TO LAOS 
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IN ITS EFFORT TO MOVE FROM A DISADVANTAGED STATE DIRECTLY 
TO SOCIALISM WITHOUT THE NECESSITY OF THE "CAPITALISTIC" 
PHASE. LAOS/GDR RELATIONS WERE PUT ON THE BASIS OF 
PROLETARIAN INTERNATIONALISM, PEACEFUL COEXISTENCE AND 
FRIENDSHIP WITH THE SOVIET UNION. 

3. AMONG THE SEVERAL AGREEMENTS SIGNED 

WERE THOSE ON POST AND TELEGRAPHIC COMMUNICATION, 
CULTURE, AND SCIENTIFIC TECHNOLOGICAL EXCHANGE. NONE 
OF THESE AGREEMENTS HAS BEEN PUBLISHED AND THE JOINT 
DECLARATION DID NOT SPELL OUT ANY OF THE DETAILS OF 
GDR/LAOTIAN COOPERATION. HONECKER ACCEPTED AN INVITATION 
TO VISIT LAOS. 

4. COMMENT: THE LAOTIAN VISIT PROVIDED ANOTHER 
OPPORTUNITY FOR THE GDR TO ASSOCIATE ITSELF WITH A 
"VICTORIOUS" COMMUNIST COUNTRY IN THE FAR EAST AND 
WITH A MEMBER OF THE NON-ALIGNED GROUP OF NATIONS. 
ALTHOUGH PRESS REPORTING OF THE VISIT WAS PROMINENT, 

THERE WAS LITTLE IF ANY ANALYSIS. GDR ASSISTANCE 

WILL PROBABLY CONTINUE TO BE GIVEN TO LAOS BUT GEOGRAPHY 
AND LACK OF COMMON INTERESTS WILL LIMIT THAT ASSISTANCE 
TO MODEST LEVELS.POLANSKY 
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